
FEVER OF T HE GAME
y_ s

\lt Led the Lieutenant to Slake
Money Not His Own.

WAS DRUMMER'S LUCKY TIME

How a Two-Dollar Limit Poker Con-
tost Grew Into Larger Proportions.
Soldier Ended it by Jumping From
Train.

It was early In the days of transcon¬
tinental railroading, and customs on
the cars were much the same as on
the most of the Western railroads, so
it was not especially remarkable th.it
they had been palylng poker for some
24 hopry in the smoking compartment* ofibiftj-of the vehicles in those days
called sleeping ears.

It was not a very stiff game at first.
Two-dollar limit may lead to the trans
for of considerable sums of money in
even less than 24 hours, unless to
those of limited means, ami the Tour
men who played had at least the ap¬
pearance of prosperity.

Of the four, the one who had pro¬
claimed himself a drummer seemed
the least skilled. Ho followed the
game readily enough, and was perfect¬
ly familiar with the valiics of the
hands, asking only one ijuestion at the
beginning of the play. That was tin;
sterotypod query at that period.
"Do you play straights?" he asked,

and when told in a rather contemptu¬
ous tone that straights were not recog¬
nized, he seemed rather relieved.

But, although the drummer seemed
fairly familiar with poker, he did mil
appear to be deft with the cards. He
shuttled overhand and fumbled the
pasteboards somewhat, awkwardly in
dealing, so that ho dealt slowly enough
to rousu a trille of impatience in the
others. As time was the one thing
they all had loo much of, however,
there was no remonstrance.

But, although Ik; played as one un¬
accustomed to frotiuciit Indulgence,

v there was no lack of confidence in his
gnme when he believed himself to lie
st long. He caught a pair of jacks be¬
fore the draw in one deal on which
the doctor opened the pot under the
gnus. If hail been sweetened several
times before being opened, so the
doctor opened for the limit.
The lieutenant found enough in Iiis

hand to justify the Investment of $2
.so. bo chipped in. Then the old gen¬tleman who had been coaxed into the
game so as lo avoid an empty seal,
decided to take a chance, so that when
it came to the drummer a pair of jacks
did not appear to be a specially allur¬
ing band.
He did not hesitate, however, but

throw in his two blue chips and picked
up the duck to serve the draw. The
opener took two cards, the lieutenant
'cine hud the old gentleman three. Then
the drummer dealt himself three, and
found when ho look* d at them a pair
of sevens.
The doctor bet the limit, the lieu¬

tenant dropped, the old gentleman
sinyed and the drummer raised it 12.
He realized how bold the play was. lint

-Juvhail the satisfaction of seeing the
SitWVl'tor.hesitate, just for an instant.!
before raising in return, and when the
old gentleman dropped the drummer
boosted it $2 more.
.Thut set the doctor thinking. Final¬

ly he said:
"I give yon credit for a hand, hut

there's too much money in the pot to
let you steal it. I call."
And he showed his pair of kings

with the ace he held up for a kicker.
That had been early in the game,

and when the others saw the hand that
the drummer had backed so boldly
they formell an estimate none too flat¬
tering of the quality of his play.

Possibly this estimate, too firmly
fixed In the minds of the other three,
had some thing to do with the fact
that the drummer, as the day darkened
into night and the night paled into the
grny half-light of the dawn had gradu¬
ally increased his winning till he had
8nme $2(11) in front of him In money
and chips over and above the single
stack of blues that he had bought on

beginning.
He was not the only winner, for the

old gentleman bad nearly a hundred in
velvet. He had seemed reluctant lo
play at (list, but being in the game he
bore himself with all the gallantry of
a veteran, and perhaps by (he-aid of
a swallow of whisky every two hours
or so seemed as fresh as when the
game began.
The doctor was also bright of eye

and alert In manner as at Hie begin-
Im:,,(hough he wns the heaviest loser.

fTniti loss of his money, however, seem¬
ed to trouble him ss little ns the loss
of sleep, nnd he played on import urh-
sbly,

¦¦¦'.'The lieutenant, however, seemed
rather hard-pushed. It was not until
nffcr'ward that they learned that lie
had been on a month's leave and bad
si.cn nearly everything In San Fran-
Cisco that was worth seeing excepting
his bedroom for the whole of the JO
days.
Now. well set-up und well groomed,

"after the fashion among nrmy officers,
he looked tit. for any effort, but as a
matter of fact, ho wns feeling the ef¬
fect of tho long strain.

It was he who, as Jhcy sipped the
coffee they had ordered a lit Hi- before
sunrise, suggested a change In the

'
game. ,

"Why not play table stakes?" he
sold. "This limit game is poor poker
at the best, and a few hours of a
swifter gnnie will ho more satisfac¬
tory than all day at this."

"I've been wishing for a long time
that somebody would propose that,"
said the drummer, "hut I didn't like

¦.tp,,flo,it, being so much ahead."
i;"Sjiltja;mo." said the old gentleman,
nnd the doctor nodded, so the game
wan reorganized Immediately.
The two losers pill in a hundred

each, and tho winners let their money
lie on the table. Under the changed
conditions, the three players still
saw, or thought they saw, a tendoticy
on the part of the drummer lo over¬
play his hand, though by some marvel-

oils hick ho did not often pay Iho
penalty for his rashness.
On one of the deals the lieutenant

opened a $t! jackpot for the size of It,and 'after th» old gentleman had
stayed, tho drummer made it $12 to
play. It was loo .strong for the doctor,who laid down, and the lieutenant did
not rare to re raise, ho lie simply made
good, and the old gentlemen trailed.
The lieutenant took three, the old

gentleman three ami the drummer one.
The lieutenant watched him closely as
he picked up the one eard. and clearly
perceived a shadow of disappointment
on Iiis fare.

lie therefore bcl $10 with consider¬
able coulldencc.too much, In fact, for
(he old gentleman, who threw down
his cards. The drummer, however,
without hesitation, threw in a twenty-
dollar bill, and ttie lieutenant was stag¬
gered.
He studied a long time, h»t finallysaid: "I can't raise a one-card draw,

but I'm hanged if 1 believe you tilled.
I'll call you, anyhow. I've got kings."
And he showed down his pair, but

the drummer spread Ills hand on the
board, and they saw that he lind made
a pair of aces in drawing lo a four
Hush.

"I don't suppose," said the doctor, in
ii perfectly even tone, "that a man is
really to be blamed for having an over¬
dose of that sort of Inch, but I sup¬
pose it. is thoroughly well understood
I hat nobody can expect to remain very
popular nmong the others in the com¬
munity while it lasts."

"I should say not." growled the lieu¬
tenant, as be shutlled the cards for bis
deal, but the drummer replied with
more spirit than they had expected.

"I reckon there's other ways of get¬
ting popularity," he said, "that's out »'
sinht better than winning at poUcr. but
I notice there ain't many men that
play to lose. If anybody doesn't like
the way I play my cards he has a per¬
fect right to play his up against 'em
for the size of my pile."

"I think I'll lake n hack at that pro¬
position," said the lieutenant as the
doctor cut the cards, and before deal¬
ing he put bis hand in an inside pocket
nnd pulled out a small roll of big bills.
Skinning olT five $1(10 bills, be laid
them in front of him und resumed Iiis
play.
The old-gentleman said nothing, bill,

looking carefully al his pile, he saw
that it was considerably under $2110,
ami he pulled out $:inu out from his
pocket and declared Hint, in the name.

"I reckon I'll worry along on this."
said the doctor, who had been playing
with extra caution since the gnjuc had
been made table stakes, and who had
something over bis hundred still in
front of him.
The drummer said nothing. His pile

was growing satisfactorily.
They all passed out on the lieuten¬

ant's deal, making another jackpot,
and it was sweetened up to $1') before
any one opened.
Then the lieutenant caught throe

tens and opened it for $10. The old
gentleman dropped, and the drummer
the lieutenant, with a savage gleam in
raised it $10, (lie doctor stayed, nnd
his eye, made it $.">o more.

"That'll hold yon for a little. 1
think," he said: but the drummer went
hiiek at him wifh a hundred more. II
was too infkch for tli<! doctor, and be
folded.
Angry as the lieutenant now was, be

did not can- to go further before the
draw, so be made good, and called for
two cards. To Iiis intense joy he
caught the fourth ten., nnd when the
druminer called for one card he did
not wait for him to pick up the draw,
but threw a hundred in the not.
The drummer looked carefully at

bis card before paying any attention to
the play. Then lie said, slowly, and
as if doubtfully:

"I rekon this band oughl to be good.
I'll tap you."
With that be pushed Iiis entire pile

forward. It was larger than the lieu¬
tenant's, hill the latter called liiui for
whnl ho had.about $:tiit).

Then the drummer Khdwed four
queens.

It seemed to stagger the lieutenant,
nnd the doctor looked curiously at him
as he went very white about the lips,
but he steadied himself wiih an effort,
and pulling out bis roil again, he laid
it on the table without counting it.
As they found out Inter there was a

little over a thousand dollars in it. but
they were all stricken witli (lie fever
of the game apparently, ami Hie doc¬
tor put five hundred more on the table,
while he others rested.
The bard blow the lieutenant bad

just received proved lo be only the
beginning of bad luck, as sharp an it
was short, lit* lost two,hundred to the
old gentleman on three sevens, three
Ii und red to the drummer on aces upngnlnst three little ones, all in tiie
'course of a dozen deals.

Then the old gentleman dealt Iho
cards, there being n jackpot, and the
drummer opened it. Kacli of the other
three raised in turn as it came to him,
so it cost the drummer $*o more to
play.
He put up bis $30 very deliberately

and ndded $.r>0 to II, but again each
man raised It as his turn enme. so that
it was $-r>o more for him to piny.

lie put $.".00 in the pot without a
word, and this seemed to set the
others thinking. They all came in,
but liiere was no more raises, so Hint
there was over $1.500 in Hie pot before
the draw.
When the old gentleman prepared to

servo the cards llu y all stood pat, and
(he drummer pushed his pile forward
again. It was somewhat lamer thai!
that of any of the others, but they all
onlled for what they bud. and after
tho pot hnd boon carefully portioned
off to show the side money they al!
spread their hnndn on Hie hoard.
The doctor's was an ace flush, the

lieutenant's n seven full, ami tho bid
gentleman's i>. tray full, but the firUm¬
mer showed four eights.
There wns very little said, but they

nil rose from the table, nnd ns they
«larled to leave Hie compartment Hu
doctor threw his nnu on wUi n mi Irk
motion ns if to cnte.li the lieutenant
whom be hnd been wntching onrofully
and professional^' for an hour, and
who staggered slightly.
The young soldier recovered bin),self Instantly, and turning, said with n

smile:
"Thank you, woctor. but It's nothing

Onlv a cramti in inv foot from GlHin?
so long, nnd I need fresh air I think

I'll slop out on tho platform for u few
minutes before 1 turn in."
His manner was natural, ami they

thought nothing of it at .the moment,
as he stepped outside. Uut as tho doc¬
tor went toward his compartment he
happened to notice that tho train was
on a high trestle crossing a deep can¬
yon.
With a muttered exclamation he

turned and stepped quickly to the car
door. As he opened il he saw the
lieutenant plunge headlong Into the
abyss l.noo feet below.

Not till some years afterward did he
learn, quite by accident, that the lieu¬
tenant had a considerable stun of
money with htm at I lie lime which be¬
longed lo the regimental funds..
Washington Post.

STRAT4GER THAN TICTION.

Crew Was Shipwrecked on a Floating
Island of Rice Pudding.

Lawyer Abraham Levy has been so¬
journing in the Cnlskllls.

T-llO other night he returned to his
hotel alter a long mountain tramp
somewhat late for supper, lie was
very hungry nnd found little fault with
wdiat was set before him until at tho
end of the belated meal the waiter
brought a portion of rice pudding,
saying: "This is all tlit- desert there's
left, Mr. Levy."
A look of horror overspread the

lawyer's face. .'Take it away!" he
gitsped. "The sight of it brings to
my mind the awfullesl experience that
ever bcfol a man who lived lo toll the
tale!"

Later, whan he had recovered his
composure somewhat, he was asked,
as he had lived, to tell tin? tale

"1 will sketch it brielly," lie said,
"for 1 would fain dismiss the horror
of it from my luiml forever.

"It was same I" years ago, and .1
was in (hilvesion. Texas, on sonn
Ii gal business. This belüg finished 1
thought the rest and sea voyage would
do me good, ami so took passage to
New York on an Iron steamship, part
passenger boat and part freighter.

"It had a mixed cargo, principally
rice In bulk. There were lot) burn ls
of oil la the lower hold beneath tho
rice, and a dock cargo of sugar, to¬
gether with several hundred dozens
of eggs in crates packed in ice.
"We had a pleasant and uneventful

voyage until wo were off Hatten»;,
where we ran into a terrific storm.
We rode it out safely and were con¬
gratulating ourselves upon the fact
that il hail done no harm except spoil¬
ing the bulk rice with bc4 water that
had flooded Hie hatches, when a bolt
of lightning struck the forward mast
and descended into the lower hold,
setting lire to the barrels of oil.
"The confined Harnes soon had lie

sea water and rice boiling in the hob!
above. The steam from tills expanded
the cases of eggs ami barrels of sugar,
and, their contents mingling together,
ran down into the hatches the steam
hud forced open and mingled with Hie
boiling rice, together with a dozen
boxes of spices wo were also carrying
in our cargo.
"You nluy be aware how boiling rice

will swell. One cup cooked with make
a gallon measure or more. Imagine
the strain when fiOt) tons were boiling.
"The stanch steel ship stood the

strain bravely for a while, and then
witli a loud report the ship parted,
the Iron hull nnd upper works sinking,
and nothing was left floating upon the
ocean but a monster desert island of
rice cooked with salt water, sugar,
spices and eggs.
"The boats bad been swept away,

and as the ship parted the captain
cried: '.lump for your lives!' And
we scrambled upon the floating mass
of rice mixed with sugar, eggs anil
spices, which, freed from the confine1
nicul of the ship, rose nnd spread un¬
til! it made a boating island of per¬
fectly conked rieb pudding a mile long
and a half mile wide.
"Here we floated for II days, living,

upon rice pudding until off Cape May
we were sighted by the fishing smack
Myrtle 11, and rescued from our peril¬
ous position.
"Do yon wonder Hint the sight or

rice pudding horrifies nie?".New-
York Evening World.

WONDERFUL HORNS

Of the Alaskan Moose Have a Spread
of Seventy-Eight ln«hcs.

After ull hns been said about the
horns of the world's greatest horned
animals, there are postively none that
equal in Improssiveness the gigantic
mass that crowns the head of a really
nig Alaskan moose. Tnkc tlieni in
situ, as tin.! geologists say. on the
head of their rightful owner, ami ill
length, breadth and thickness they in¬
spire in the mind of every intelligent
tinman being a feeling of genuine awe.
I do not see how even an intelligent
dog or horse can behold a pair of 70-
inch moose antlers without being prö-
roundly impressed. The antler springs
horizontally from an upper corner of
the head, on a stein of solid bone thai
Is like the trunk of a hickory sapling.
A foot or so from the burr it throws
off toward the front, quite gratuitous
ly as it were, I wo or three big spenrs
of bone that are of much uau In a
fight. As soon us there is room for
real development, the main stem Hut¬
tens out Into no enormous slab of
bone, perhaps two inches in thickness,
from 12 to IS inches wide, nnd from
two to three feet long. .This Is the
"intimation," and a very appropriate
nnine it is, too; for in the center it is
hollowed like a human palm, and Bind¬
et! along its upper edge with from six
to twelve lingers ami thumbs of solid
bone.

In sheer exuberance <>r strength, and
I1X0O8S ot horn material, nil Alaskan
.noose antler occasionally throws off
from the lower surface of its palm, or
it may bo from the front of the beam,
a big, rugged spur-root of bone, which
always has an extra-impressive affect
Cm the beholder. The largest antlers
or Alaskan moose are in the Eield
Museum, at Chicago. They have a
spread of 78 1-2 Inches, and weigh
OU 1-2 pounds..Scribner's Magazine.

la Telling Everything He Knows.
Sccrel|iry Tail's reminder tp the

Filipinos that they will not he fit lo
govern themselves for "a generation
at least" reveals that he has not yet
nattered the Ohio straddle..Milwau¬
kee New*

RUSSIAN PRIEST

Buried Alive With a Corpse to Break
a Prolonged Drought.A pope, or Russian village priest,lias lieeii burled ullvo by a moh of

peasants in Crimea.
The people bail ascribed the pro¬longed drought which has ruined their

crops this season to the death of a cur.
tain old man who hud been regarded
as a wizard, no ruin having füll« n
since his burial in March last.

According to the popular supersti¬tion, it was necessary, in order to up-
pease the sorcerer's spirit, thai Ills re¬
mains should he exhumed at midnight,ami. alter being sprinkled with holy
water by a priest, replaced in the
grave.

Accordingly on Sunday nlghl a pro¬cession of villagers, headed by hoysand girls carrying lurches ami accom¬
panied hy tiddlers and Dentists play¬
ing dismal dirges, sei out for the
cemetery.
The body of (lie dead wizard was

duly hvliiiincd and placed in a silling
posture against a tree, around which
40 or 50 id' the peasants danced a
weird dance to the accompaniment of
the village musicians.

In Hie midst of the curious cere¬
monial Fattier Konstantin, the village
pope, arrived, and upbraided them for
their superstition.
The crowd at (Iiis grew Indignant.Some among them who were under

the Inlliienee of vodka, shouted thai he
was the real wizard, as the spirit of
the dead mau bad entered into bis
body. The priest was accordingly seiz¬
ed, and, despite ids shrieks for mercy,
was hurled by four of I lie men Into
tin- reopened grave, the remains of
the corpse being Illing In after him
with earth ami stones..Odessa Cor.
l.eiiilou Standard.

A Bird in Hand.
On a cabbage patch owned by

i.euro in a Southern community, oil
was found. Speculators offered the
negro $20,000, which was accepted
Without waiting to consider another
proposition, said to be worth $10,000.
"What is this about your cabbagepatch?" luttulred a neighbor t

gro. "I understand you hnv
for $20.000."
"Yuan. Hint's true, boss."

the negro. "Yd" si o, men come pick-
lug round my place an' dey any dtir's
oil derail. Dey say, .'We gib yo'$20.000.' I say -All right.' "

"I am told if ;ou had wuite |. a day

Un¬
sold

replied

or two von might have
$ in.hi in."

"Ynns. innssii. dal mobbi
bird in the hand's lb' liobl
God!"- .Plilhtdi Iphln l.edg,

(dd it for

». but
work

It is simply impos.dble to get any
month but of lite twelve fo live no to
Hie magazine poetry thai Is written
about it..Chicago Ne«!-.

Kun for everybody in Richmond
Labor Day. $ 1.00 round trip, via ('.

& (i. ii-i-::i

CHILDREN RARELY COMPLAIN OF
THEIR EYES,

however defective. Yet it is often of
more importance to correct eye faults
in children than in adults. If there
is the slightest reason to suspect that
your child's eyes are not normal, bring
it to us.

EXAMINATION FREE.

HULL & HULL,
OPTICIANS,

121 26th Street, Opp. P. O.
NEWPORT N'KWS, VA.

Let Us Wire Your House
and Install the best, cheapest and most
convelent light in use.
We will bp glad to give you esti¬

mates on wiring.
Call at ofilco and see us. 'Phono

messages receive prompt attention.
Electric light and power rate 10c

per 1,000 watts, subject to our usual
terms ami discounts.
Pure Ice.made of distilled water.

COLD STORAGE.
Power House and Plant, 25th and

Virginia avenue.
Ollice, Thirty-first street and Wash¬

ington avenue.
Roth 'phonos. No. 15; night 'phone,

No. 408 (Citizens.)
CITIZENS RAILWAY, LIGHT

AND POWER COMPANY.

A Specially
BY A

Colored Agent.
Close Collections,
Prompt Returns,

Desired Results.

2123 Mndicon Avenue,

NEWPORT MEWS, VIRGINIA.
Bell 'Phono 337. t

WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT!
in all parts of
the city at re¬

markably low prices Wc
have just opened a new
lection near the center of
the city. The
lots are selling
for.(each)

This will enable >ou to
get your house up cheap.
Gall at our office at

2408 Hotel Warwick Building, and talk it over.

iS«ELZ BROTHERS, BANKERS i
o
o . The Hnnk That Pays

POUR PER OeiNT.
On Savings Accounts,

» solici rs your business ?
.

W. A. POST, President.
J. 11. SWINKIITON. Vice-President.

.1. A. WILLKTT, Cashier.
ARTHUR UKW, Aast. Cashier/

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
U. S. GOVERNMENT DEPOSITORY. CITY DEPOSITORY, CITIZENS' DE¬

POSITORY.
Capital . S100,000.00Stockholders* Liability . 100,000.00Surplus and Profits . 100,000.00

Other Resources Make Total Over.$1,000.000.00

B. QUINCY SMITH,
President.

A. L. POWELL,
Vice- President.

\VM; II. KELLOGG.
Cashier.

THE NEWPORT NEWS NATIONAL BANK
CAPITAL, $100,000.

U. S. G0VE»£HT DEPOSITARY
Transacts :i general banking business. Four per cent. Interest allowedon savings accounts.

in to extend to our depositors every courtesyand accommodation within range < f prudent
banking. Ai <TC *C Jfc X

Citizens and Marine Bank

On AVIro acrceuo, Doors and Ioo
Cream FroezerB.

The 2Cc size Hcreon, .18x3.1 Inches..18«
The 28c size Screen, 24x33 lache«..22c
The 32c size Scrcon, 24x36 Inches. .26c
The 40o size Heroen, 30x36 lncb.es..33c
A good Door, suitable for kitchen.

7f)c complete.
A good Door, suitable for front,

$1.05 complete.
2 qt. Blizzard Freezer .$1.60
3 qt. Blizzard Freozer .$1.00
4 qt. Blizzard Freezer .$2.20
fi qt. Mllzzurd Freozer .*2.70

18 qt. Blizzard Froezor .$2.35

Oeo. M. Richter & Co
2908 VVAS!HN(iT©N AVf.
NEWPORT NEW8. VA.

TOURS
HOUSEKEEPERS

We make it easy for youngfolks lo begin housekeeping.Yen can wqll afford to open
an account with us and make
your home comfortable and
pay for it when you can.
Our credit system and long

experience in fitting up homes
are at Arour command. We
can furnish you not only with
good advice as lb what to buy,but how to kebp dow n the ex¬
pense in furnishing a single
loom or a whole house. Cash
or credit,

ROBERT LAW,
517 TWENTY-FIFTH ST.

THY THI

Best work, best service, best prices.
That Is for you.

Reliability and promptness Is our

motto, and wo live up to it, as all of

our customers will testify. Drop us a

postal, or cull 'phone No. 10.

Nothing more refreshing dur¬
ing this Torrid Weather

.than.

A Cold Mint JulepSCIL'NTIPICALI.Y COMPOUNDED.

An Ice - Cold Stein
.-OF

FINK BEER
Will also hit the right spot.

Muglo. s Thirst Studio,
JOHN E. MUGLER, Prop.,

ru: [,!, PHONE 67, J3I2 WASH. AVE.


